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ary road ; and with the mixture of pluck, lence in himself, and pride which always cterised him, Honore did not allow that he oeaten, and would not show the feelings of and disappointment which must have filled *art. " Tragedies are not my line "—that is i said ; and if he had been allowed to follow wn bent, he would at once have returned i garret, and have begun to write again with ited ardour.
turally, however, the Balzac family refused Low him to continue the course of senseless which was already beginning to ruin his i. Madame de Balzac was specially strong on •oint; and though he had only been allowed i months, instead of the two years promised s trial, she insisted that he should come home ice, and remain under the maternal eye. d, this seemed quite necessary, after the ions he had gone through. His sufferings made him thin at any period of his life ; but lis face was pale and his eyes hollow, and his ig friend, Dr. Nacquart, sent him at once to t in the air of his native Touraine. :er this followed a time of bitter trial for poor ire. His sister Laure married M. Surville in 1820, about a month after his return home, ent to live at Bayeux, so that he was deprived r congenial companionship; and, in spite of :n and buoyancy, his letters to her show his ne wretchedness. Years afterwards he toldferent characters, and even contriving for a ie to impart by his expressive reading a fictitious srest to the dull, tedious tragedy. Gradually,rresistible ascendency of mindtent, except for occasional comment,ways makes for him; and thismily, were observed, by the fiction that the midst of suspense—He goes to Rome—Comes back better in health and spirits—et La Cousine Bette " and " Le Cousin Pons"—Balzac goes to Wiesbaden—Marriage of Comtesse Anna and Comte Georges Mniszech—Balzac and Madame Hanska secretly engaged—Parisian gossip . . 273
